
ELK RIVER CITY COUNCIL
Wednesday, August 17, 2022
9:00 a.m. to 11:05 a.m. 
Regular Monthly Council Meeting
Members Present: Mayor Dave Brown, Councilwoman Tena Williams, Councilwoman Diana Olson – phone, Councilwoman Marsha Martin, Councilwoman Connie McCartney
Staff Present: Christina Bartlett – Clerk/Treasurer
Visitors: Michelle Bly: TD&H Engineering, Lawren & Teresa Harper, Randy Johnson, Rob Davis, Barb Smith, Tom & Ruby Stroschein, Kelly Burch, Barb Smith, Larry & Vicki Buckert, Doug Nelson – phone, Kami Nibler – phone, Debbie Manwaring, Dave Olson, Tim Brinkley, Judy Miller
1. Call to order: Mayor Dave called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.
2. Pledge of Allegiance: was said.

3. Public Hearing for proposed Fiscal Year 2022-2023 budget & sewer rate increase of up to 15%

a. Open Hearing: Mayor Dave opened the hearing at 9:06 a.m.
b. Comments: 
· Barb Smith asked if the rates were going to increase 15% every year.  She was told no, that the sewer rate is being increased that much in preparation of the upcoming sewer project.  Rates will generally go up some every year, more around 3%.  
· Lawren Harper asked if there was any discussion about giving Senior a discounted rate.  He was told that there has been discussion but it was decided not to at this time.
c. Close Hearing: Mayor Dave closed the hearing at 9:10 a.m.
4. Public Hearing for proposed Lot Split of Lots 14 & 15 in Davis Estates by Rob Davis 

a. Open Hearing: Mayor Dave opened the hearing at 9:13 a.m.
b. Comments: 
· Applicant Rob Davis stated that he is requesting the lot split for cost reasons/to create more revenue.
Testimony provided supporting: 
· Larry Buckert said he feels this is positive for Elk River.  It will create revenue and nice houses being built.  
· Kelly Burch signed the “In Support” but did not wish to speak.
            Testimony provided against: No one signed or spoke up against.

Testimony provided neutral: 
· Lawren & Teresa Harper signed the “Neutral” sign-up sheet but did not want to speak.
c. Close Hearing: Mayor Dave closed the hearing at 9:18 a.m.
5. Public Hearing for proposed Conditional Use permit submitted by Doug Nelson, 102 S. 1st Street

a. Open Hearing: Mayor Dave opened the hearing at 9:19 a.m.

b. Comments: Applicant Doug Nelson was present via telephone.  He restated what he wanted to do from his application.  He will be selective as to who will be renting spots from him.  He is redoing the fencing and it will be one of the best looking properties in Elk River.  He has setback the spots from the corner of Taft and First to make sure traffic line of sight is not blocked.  His brother will be managing the RV Park for him, making sure rules are followed and that it’s clean and squared away.  He foresees his “season” being about May-September with maybe a few during hunting season.  He knows he is responsible for snow removal.
City Council:
· Councilwoman Tena Williams stated that she is worried with parking congestion that already exists.
· Councilwoman Marsha Martin had the same concern as Councilwoman Williams.
· Councilwoman Diana Olson asked the applicant how many hookups and what rates would be paid to the City for use.  Is Doug the one billed and his renters pay him?  Clerk Christina responded that Doug would be billed at the same rate as the Whispering Pines RV Park (commercial rate).  Doug is responsible for the bill.  She is also concerned about 6 extra families using the water.  Clerk responded that she asked Randy Ball, Public Works Director, about the additional usage on the City’s system when the application was submitted and he saw no concern.
Testimony Provided, Supporting:
· (Exhibit G) JUDY MILLER [204 Taft Street, PO Box 144, Elk River, ID] submitted a letter in support that Clerk Christina read aloud.  Judy supports the permit 100%.  Her neighbor and she will feel safer with this business across the street.  She will be able to get a better price if she sells her property.
Testimony Provided, Against:
· (Exhibit H) BETTY KNIGHT [101 North 1st Street, PO Box 141, Elk River, ID] submitted a letter against that Clerk Christina read aloud.  Betty has been under the impression that if you apply for a permit for something you cannot start it until the permit has been awarded.  If you are a drinker you get whatever you want done and if not you have to fight for it.  In the past when past owners of that property had parties someone got hurt and the parties stopped.  She just hopes it will be a productive business with no issues.
· RANDY JOHNSON [104 North 2nd Street, PO Box 133, Elk River, ID] stated that he has lived in Elk River for 20 years.  Moved here because it was a nice small town that belonged in Northern Idaho and would hate to see Elk River turn into a trailer park town with one as the centerpiece of town.  RV park time limit should apply and doesn’t feel like temporary residents support the town.
· BARB SMITH [101 South 2nd Street, PO Box 182, Elk River, ID] stated that the property was not posted for the Public Hearing.  City Clerk Christina Bartlett said that it was posted and Councilwoman Tena Williams showed her the photographs.  Barb wondered if Doug had ITD (Idaho Department of Transportation) do an assessment to make sure it won’t interfere with their right away and traffic for Taft and Front Street. Concerned about RV’s blocking sight on the corners.  Doug stated that he has moved the RV spot that would be on the corner of Taft and First.  She asked if Doug had contacted DEQ to see if any environmental impact study needed to be done because that property was a previous gas station.  When Doug purchased the property he got all the necessary documents from DEQ that stated that all the gas station remnants have been removed.  She asked Doug if he had gotten a permit from the city to dig in the right of way.  Doug stated that he was hooking into the main sewer at the edge of the alley and all necessary permits had been obtained.  Barb stated that he had dug clear across the alley and has pictures.  Christina asked Barb for a copy of the picture.  Barb told Christina that she would give her a copy.  She is requesting that the public hearing be tabled because of a list of violations that the City has done that she has provided submitted as Exhibits I, J & K. She is also concerned about there being a conflict of interest. She also stated that Doug has put 8 hookups on his property. Doug stated that there are only 6 water hookups and 3 sewer hookups due to not being able to get the slope necessary. He has all the necessary state permits. She inquired if there was an LLC formed. He stated that it is Elk River Adventures, LLC. She wants everyone to state on the record that they do not have a conflict of interest, whether it be monitory, relationships-”being a good buddy”, vested, income. She stated that the Zoning Commission should be made up of an independent group outside of the city, not the City council.  Feels like the application was incomplete.  She would like the Council to make sure they take into account how they would feel if this was 25 feet from their property.
· RUBY STROSCHEIN [305 North First Street, PO Box 168, Elk River, ID] stated to follow the recreational vehicle parts of the ordinance.  It states that all spaces will be connected to city water and sewer.  If he cannot then a variance should be applied for.  That each space shall be at least 25’ by 50’.  A copy of the rules that Doug is going to make his guests follow should be provided to the City and make sure his guests follow them as well.  ITD requires a commercial approach.  ITD can also help with any setbacks and line of site.  Doug stated that he is beyond those requirements and that’s why he removed the RV spot on that side and why he has set back his fence.  The maximum amount of time according to city code is 180 days.  Doug stated that he is basing this May – September, maybe a few through hunting season.
· DEBBIE MANWARING [311 North First Street, PO Box 64, Elk River, ID] stated that Councilwoman Tena Williams covered her question about congestion and parking.  She does not want to see the RV Park affecting his neighbors.
· DAVE OLSON [206 N. Front Street, PO Box 33, Elk River, ID] inquired about the number of meters he will have.  Christina replied that it would only be 1 meter like the Whispering Pines RV Park and George Seubert’s RV spots.  He’s not really against or for it but doesn’t like seeing RV’s all around town.  If you want to camp you should go into the woods.  He isn’t against someone putting a business together but doesn’t agree with the camp trailers.
Testimony Provided, Neutral: 

· LAWREN AND TERESA HARPER [107 Taft Street, PO Box 102, Elk River, ID] signed the “sign-up sheet” as neutral but did not wish to speak.
Rebuttal:

DOUG NELSON: His fence will be 23 feet from the center of the road.  He is concerned about blocking views from the corner, that is why the fence is set back and not right on his property line and why he moved the RV spot back from the corner.  State law says that anyone is allowed to park along the highway as long as they are on the other side of the fog line.  Every spot will have a picnic table.
c. Close Hearing: Mayor Dave closed the hearing at 10:09 a.m.
6. Approve minutes July 20, 2022 Council Meeting: Councilwoman Olson made a motion to accept the minutes from the July 20, 2022 Council Meeting.  Councilwoman Martin 2nd.  Roll call vote: Councilwoman Williams – aye, Councilwoman Olson –aye, Councilwoman Martin – aye, Councilwoman McCartney – aye.  Motion Carried

7. Financial Report: Councilwoman Martin made a motion to accept the financial report.  Councilwoman McCartney 2nd.  Roll call vote: Councilwoman Williams – aye, Councilwoman Olson –aye, Councilwoman Martin – aye, Councilwoman McCartney – aye.  Motion Carried.

a. Pay bills: Councilwoman McCartney made a motion to pay the bills.  Councilwoman Williams 2nd.  Roll call vote: Councilwoman Williams – aye, Councilwoman Olson –aye, Councilwoman Martin – aye, Councilwoman McCartney – aye.  Motion Carried.
8. Visitors/Guests: none.
9. Reports

a. Clerk: Christina went over the Clerk’s report.  She will be attending the ICCTFOA Conference during the City Council Meeting scheduled for September 21st and requested to move the meeting to September 14th.  No one had an issue with the change in date.

b. Public Works: Mayor Dave went over the Public Work’s report.

c. Mayor: Mayor Dave reported on the usual running of deposits and water/wastewater samples.  He has also been working with the City of Moscow Sanitation Department and Inland North Waste regarding the City’s garbage services.  Things have been verbally approved, a contract will follow.  He is attending a regional Idaho Transportation Department in Lewiston this afternoon.
d. Council: none.
e. Fire Department: The Grand Opening is Saturday, August 20th at 11 am.

· Building Report: need to finish bricks, security system, sauna tubes around flag pole and cover over generator.
f. Ambulance: DeEtta Mitchell, EMT, reported that people have been parking in front of the ambulance bay doors and alongside the building because they thought the ambulance had moved to the new fir hall as well.  Christina said she will make flyers and put a post on Facebook.  The Mayor said he would put something in the next Mayor’s letter.
Council Business Items
10. Wastewater Facilities project

a. Approve Authorizing Resolution for Mayor to sign all documents relating to the wastewater improvements project: Councilwoman Martin made a motion to approve the Authorizing Resolution for Mayor to sign all documents relating to the wastewater improvements project.  Councilwoman Olson 2nd.  Roll call vote: Councilwoman Williams – aye, Councilwoman Olson –aye, Councilwoman Martin – aye, Councilwoman McCartney – aye.  Motion Carried.
b. Approve State Revolving Fund Loan and American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) Grant Application for Fiscal Year 2023:  Councilwoman Olson made a motion to approve State Revolving Fund Loan and American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) Grant Application for Fiscal Year 2023.  Councilwoman Martin 2nd.  Roll call vote: Councilwoman Williams – aye, Councilwoman Olson –aye, Councilwoman Martin – aye, Councilwoman McCartney – aye.  Motion Carried.
c. Community Development Block Grant reimbursement request #1: Councilwoman Martin made a motion to approve Community Development Block Grant reimbursement request #1.  Councilwoman McCartney 2nd. Roll call vote: Councilwoman Williams – aye, Councilwoman Olson –aye, Councilwoman Martin – aye, Councilwoman McCartney – aye.  Motion Carried.
11. Adopt Fiscal Year 2022 – 2023 Appropriations Ordinance #224

a. “Under suspension of the rule requiring three complete and separate readings and that the Clerk read the Ordinance by Title only”: Councilwoman Williams made a motion under suspension of the rule requiring three complete and separate readings and that the Clerk read the Ordinance #224 by title only.  Councilwoman Martin 2nd.  Roll call vote: Councilwoman Williams – aye, Councilwoman Olson –aye, Councilwoman Martin – aye, Councilwoman McCartney – aye.  Motion Carried.  Clerk Christina read the title of ordinance #224 aloud.
b. Adopt Ordinance #224: Councilwoman Williams made a motion to adopt Ordinance #224.  Councilwoman McCartney 2nd. Roll call vote: Councilwoman Williams – aye, Councilwoman Olson –aye, Councilwoman Martin – aye, Councilwoman McCartney – aye.  Motion Carried.
12. Approve Water/Sewer/Garbage rate increase, Resolution #08-17-22.1: Councilwoman Olson made a motion to approve Water/Sewer/Garbage rate increase, Resolution #08-17-22.  Councilwoman Martin 2nd.  Roll call vote: Councilwoman Williams – aye, Councilwoman Olson –aye, Councilwoman Martin – aye, Councilwoman McCartney – aye.  Motion Carried.
13. Approve Financial Controls Policy, Resolution #08-17-22.2: Councilwoman Williams made a motion to approve Financial Controls Policy, Resolution #08-17-22.2.  Councilwoman McCartney 2nd.  Roll call vote: Councilwoman Williams – aye, Councilwoman Olson –aye, Councilwoman Martin – aye, Councilwoman McCartney – aye.  Motion Carried.
14. Approve or deny Rob Davis’s proposed lot split of lots 14 & 15 in Davis Estates, Resolution #08-17-22.3: Councilwoman Martin made a motion to approve Rob Davis’s proposed lot split of lots 14 & 15 in Davis Estates, Resolution #08-17-22.3.  Councilwoman Olson 2nd.  Roll call vote: Councilwoman Williams – aye, Councilwoman Olson –aye, Councilwoman Martin – aye, Councilwoman McCartney – aye.  Motion Carried.
15. Conditional Use Permit application submitted by Doug Nelson, 102 S. 1st Street. Council will consider the conditional use permit application and may approve, approve with conditions or deny the application: Councilwoman Olson made a motion to table the decision on the Conditional Use Permit application submitted by Doug Nelson, 102 S. 1st Street until the September City Council Meeting.  Councilwoman Williams 2nd. Roll call vote: Councilwoman Williams – aye, Councilwoman Olson –aye, Councilwoman Martin – aye, Councilwoman McCartney – aye.  Motion Carried. 

16. Approve Solid Waste Disposal Agreement between City of Moscow and City of Elk River: Councilwoman Olson made a motion to approve the solid waste disposal agreement between the City of Moscow and the City of Elk River.  Councilwoman Martin 2nd.  Roll call vote: Councilwoman Williams – aye, Councilwoman Olson –aye, Councilwoman Martin – aye, Councilwoman McCartney – aye.  Motion Carried.
17. Transportation Plan update: The Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC) met with the engineers to review the preliminary plan.  The plan will be ready at the September Council Meeting to be reviewed and adopted.
18. City Hall flood proofing update:  Concrete work has started.  The sidewalk that was in disrepair is being replaced at the same time.
19. Elk River communication issue update: Tena has contacted Ziply Fiber, the landline company, and they were unaware of the backup station in Elk River.
20. Residents Solid Waste tax possible update: Mayor Dave stated that he will be revisiting the County Commissioners about the solid waste fee residents are paying on their property taxes and are not receiving any services from the County for those fees.  If they are going to be charged then they should be received by the City to off-set costs. 
· Meeting adjourned at 11:05 a.m.
· Minutes submitted by Christina Bartlett, City Clerk/Treasurer
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