
ELK RIVER CITY COUNCIL
Wednesday, March 17, 2021
9:00 a.m. to 9:53 a.m. 
Regular Monthly Council Meeting Minutes

Members Present: Mayor Dave Brown, Councilwoman Tena Williams, Councilwoman Diana Olson, Councilwoman Connie McCartney, Councilwoman Marsha Martin
Staff Present: Christina Bartlett – Clerk/Treasurer, Randy Ball – Public Works
Visitors: Dave Olson, Kristina Gillespie-Jaques: Mountain Waterworks - phone, Mike Woodworth: Mountain Waterworks - phone
1. Called to Order: Mayor Brown called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.
2. Pledge of Allegiance - was said.
3. Approve February 17, 2021 Council Meeting minutes and March 10, 2021 Special Meeting minutes – Councilwoman Williams moved to approve the minutes of the February 17, 2021 Council Meeting and March 10, 2021 Special Meeting.  Councilwoman Olson 2nd.  Roll call vote – Councilwoman Williams – aye, Councilwoman Olson – aye, Councilwoman Martin – aye, Councilwoman McCartney – aye.  Motion Carried.
4. Financial – Councilwoman McCartney made a motion to accept the financial report.  Councilwoman Martin 2nd.  Roll call vote – Councilwoman Williams – aye, Councilwoman Olson – aye, Councilwoman Martin – aye, Councilwoman McCartney – aye.  Motion Carried.

a. Pay bills – Councilwoman Olson made a motion to pay the bills.  Councilwoman Williams 2nd.  Roll call vote – Councilwoman Williams – aye, Councilwoman Olson – aye, Councilwoman Martin – aye, Councilwoman McCartney – aye.  Motion Carried.
5. Visitors/Guests – none.
Reports  
6. Clerk’s Office – Clerk Christina went over the Clerk’s report. Christina added that the spring AIC District Meeting will be held in person April 19th in Moscow.  Let Christina know if you plan on attending and she will get you registered.  She found out yesterday that the Transportation Plan grant was funded.  That will kick off fall of 2021.
7. Public Works – Randy went over the Public Works report.  They plan on taking the chains off the equipment next week and being able to start grading the roads soon, weather permitting.
8. Mayor – Mayor Dave reported on the usual running of deposits and water samples.  The Covid19 Clinic was conducted March 9th and the 2nd dose will be administered April 6th.  We will be able to administer another round of 1st doses as well.  We gave the City of Bovill our information and they are going to set up a clinic for their residents.
9. Council – Councilwoman Olson inquired if there will be a spring cleanup.  She was informed that it is usually sometime in May.  She said she has another 911 sign order form ready to go out when Christina has room in the w/s/g mailing.  Councilwoman Williams reported that she has noticed not all the intersections have street signs.  Public Works will get that fixed this summer.
10. Fire Department – none.
a. Building report – Councilwoman Williams reported Mike Heating is putting in the lines needed for the hot water tank.  Chris Slippy will come in to do drywall.  Cabinets and flooring will be installed after that.  Not much can be done after that until there are more monies from fundraising efforts.
11.  Ambulance – none.
Council Business Items
12. Lead & Copper Project update: Mike Woodworth, Mountain Waterworks – Mike reported that when this started a year and a half ago it was due to the City having too many positive lead and copper test results.  Mountain Waterworks dug up test holes around town to check for lead service lines and found that the city has none.  The City also switch sample locations, going from 2 sets of 5 sample locations every 6 months to 1 set of 10 sample locations once every 6 months.  Several locations were changed due to them being weekender homes.  The discussed treatment at the time was to install treatment skid at the slow sand filter to disperse dry soda ash into the lines.  There are now several options for the City to consider:
1. The City has been in compliance since redoing the sample locations so we can do nothing.
2. The City can still install the soda ash skid system.  There is not enough funding to pay for it all.  The City may have to pay $10,000-$20,000 to finish the project.  The upside is that it would be ready if we needed to use it in the future.  Downside is that it would increase operational costs and increase operator efforts.

3. DEQ is will to consider an equipment procurement package where the City can purchase the equipment now and store it until needed.

DEQ would like a decision made in the next 5-6 weeks.  The Council discussed the options.  They would like Mike to inquire further with DEQ about the procurement package.  The Council will make a decision at the April Council Meeting.
13. Adopt Proposed Ordinance #222: Special Bond Election for the City’s Wastewater System
a. “Under suspension of the rule requiring three complete and separate readings and that the Clerk read the Ordinance by Title only” – Councilwoman Williams made a motion to suspension of the rule requiring three complete and separate readings and that the Clerk read proposed Ordinance #222 by Title only.  Councilwoman Olson 2nd.  Roll call vote – Councilwoman Williams – aye, Councilwoman Olson – aye, Councilwoman Martin – aye, Councilwoman McCartney – aye.  Motion Carried.  Mayor Dave instructed Clerk Christina to read proposed Ordinance #222 by Title only.  Clerk Christina read proposed Ordinance #222 by title only.
b. Adopt Ordinance #222 and the summary for publication - Councilwoman Williams made a motion to adopt Ordinance #222 and the summary for publication.  Councilwoman Olson 2nd.  Roll call vote – Councilwoman Williams – aye, Councilwoman Olson – aye, Councilwoman Martin – aye, Councilwoman McCartney – aye.  Motion Carried.
14. Backhoe purchase – The Clearwater Highway District is willing to work with the City to borrow or rent their backhoe as we need.  They are looking at selling their loader that is 10 years newer then the City’s.  Randy said that he would like to have CAT come up and look over it before a bid is submitted.  Councilwoman Olson made a motion to approve Mayor Dave and Randy to spend up to $40,000 on a piece of equipment.  Councilwoman Williams 2nd.  Roll call vote – Councilwoman Williams – aye, Councilwoman Olson – aye, Councilwoman Martin – aye, Councilwoman McCartney – aye.  Motion Carried.
15. Clerk’s office computer – The main computer in the Clerk’s office needs to be updated.  Councilwoman Williams made a motion to spend up to $1500.00 to purchase a new computer for the office.  Councilwoman Martin 2nd.  Roll call vote – Councilwoman Williams – aye, Councilwoman Olson – aye, Councilwoman Martin – aye, Councilwoman McCartney – aye.  Motion Carried.
16. PERSI retirement – Councilwoman Williams reported that she received information on offering a 401k.  Employees would have the option to join in and the City has the option to contribute.  It was decide to table this until budget time.
17. Mutual Aid with Clearwater Highway District –The Mutual Aid/Hold Harmless Agreement was reviewed.  It was decide to add a term of 5 years and more description on who is liable for damages when they occur.
18. Elk River Communications Plan – none.

19. Wastewater Facilities Plan – none.
20. Community Center Hazard Mitigation Grant – none.
21. Transportation Plan Grant – none.
· Meeting adjourned at 9:53 a.m.
Minutes Submitted by Christina Bartlett, City Clerk
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