
 ELK RIVER CITY COUNCIL
Wednesday, February 16, 2021
1:00 p.m. to 1:17 p.m. 
Council Workshop Meeting Minutes

Members Present: Mayor Dave Brown, Councilwoman Tena Williams-phone, Councilwoman Connie McCartney, Councilwoman Diana Olson – phone
Members Absent: Councilwoman Marsha Martin
Staff Present: Christina Bartlett – Clerk/Treasurer
Visitors: Robin Welter – C-PTPA
· Meeting started at 1:00 p.m.
1. Work on Elk River Communications Plan – Robin Welter went over how things operate on Elk Butte when the generator is running 
· It’s a diesel generator that runs a battery backup that can run up to a week

· C-PTPA has 2 CAT batteries to run everything

· A transfer switch is supposed sense when the power goes out and turn the generator on

· It would be a good idea to get a battery backup to run the EMS radios when the power is off

· The generator runs everything on the Butte: Inland Cellular, Leader Communications, etc…

· C-PTPA is looking at getting a new switch which costs between $5,000-$8,000.  Right now they have been just fixing the switch, getting parts in takes time.  Every time they fix the switch it’s around $1,000
· The tower gets hit with lightening quite a few times which causes issues with the switch frequently
· They do have lighting resisters up there, good ones, but they don’t seem to help

· Next steps: Christina will contact Inland Cellular and Leader Communications to see how their equipment operates when the power is out and the generator is running.  Tena will contact Chris St. Germaine and let her know what we are doing so she can keep her eyes out for grant possibilities
· Meeting adjourned at 1:17 p.m.
Minutes Submitted by Christina Bartlett, City Clerk
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