
 ELK RIVER CITY COUNCIL
Wednesday, October 21, 2020
9:02 a.m. to 10:05 a.m. 
Regular Monthly Council Meeting Minutes

Members Present: Mayor Dave Brown, Councilwoman Tena Williams, Councilwoman Connie McCartney, Councilwoman Diana Olson
Members Absent: Councilman Rod Black
Staff Present: Christina Bartlett – Clerk/Treasurer 
Staff Absent: Randy Ball – Public Works
Visitors: Lawren & Teresa Harper, David & Diana McDonough, Dodd Snodgrass-CEDA, Don Gardner Clearwater Emergency Management, Chris St. Germaine-CCED
1. Called to Order: Mayor Brown called the meeting to order at 9:02 a.m.
2. Pledge of Allegiance - was said.
3. Public Hearing re: new fee regarding platting, vacations of public rights-of-way, easements, right-of-way-permits, and filing fees for subdivisions – Mayor Dave opened the Public Hearing at 9:02 a.m.  There were no comments.  Mayor Dave closed the Public Hearing at 9:03 a.m.
4. Approve Minutes of September 16, 2020 Council Meeting – Councilwoman Williams moved to approve the minutes of the September 16, 2020 Council Meeting.  Councilwoman Olson 2nd.  Roll call vote – Councilwoman Williams – aye, Councilwoman Olson – aye, Councilwoman McCartney – aye.  Motion Carried.
5. Financial –Councilwoman Williams made a motion to accept the financial report.  Councilwoman McCartney 2nd.  Roll call vote – Councilwoman Williams – aye, Councilwoman Olson – aye, Councilwoman McCartney – aye.  Motion Carried.
a. Pay bills – Councilwoman Williams made a motion to pay the bills.  Councilwoman Olson 2nd.  Roll call vote – Councilwoman Williams – aye, Councilwoman Olson – aye, Councilwoman McCartney – aye.  Motion Carried.
6. Visitors/Guests – Lauren & Teresa Harper had written a letter with questions regarding the current water system.  Mayor Dave answered their questions stating that the city’s water system is in good shape regarding capacity and our water source.  The City is looking at needing replacement sand in the next few years but we are keeping an eye on it and setting money aside for it.
Reports  
7. Clerk’s Office – Clerk Christina went over the Clerk’s report.
8. Public Works – Mayor Dave went over the Public Works report. 
9. Mayor – Mayor Dave reported on the usual running of deposits and water samples and working with Rob Davis regarding his plans for a subdivision.
10. Council – none.
11. Fire Department – Councilwoman Williams inquired if all the fire hydrants had been flushed and pressure tested due to the water leak on Cedar interrupting the flushing.  Mayor Dave said he would follow up with the Fire Chief.
a. Building report –Councilwoman Williams reported that Mayor Dave has been quotes on the signage.  Tena will be meeting with Curt McLam this weekend in regards to the building the rooms inside the new hall.  The price of lumber is a concern.
12.  Ambulance – Councilwoman Williams reported that there have been a few calls in the last month.
Council Business Items
13. Community Center Hazard Mitigation Grant – Chris St. Germaine and Christina Bartlett gave a recap of the project since the issue arose in 2017 and brought everyone up to speed.  The project cost is $68,595. FEMA’s contribution is $51,447 and the City’s contribution will be $17,149 between in kind and monitory.
a. Adopt Resolution 10-21-20.2, appointment of applicant agent – Councilwoman Williams made a motion to adopt Resolution 10-21-20.2, appointment of applicant agent. Councilwoman Olson 2nd.  Roll call vote – Councilwoman Williams – aye, Councilwoman Olson – aye, Councilwoman McCartney – aye.  Motion Carried.
14. Broadband Grant update – Chris St. Germaine reported that Inland Cellular has received the backhaul equipment for the project and that they are getting ready to install it.
15. Transportation Plan Grant – Clerk Christina explained that this was the same grant we applied for last year but did not receive.  She would like to reapply for it this year.
a. Authorization to apply – Councilwoman Williams made a motion to apply for the Transportation Plan Grant available through LHTAC’s LRHIP Program.  Councilwoman McCartney 2nd.  Roll call vote – Councilwoman Williams – aye, Councilwoman Olson – aye, Councilwoman McCartney – aye.  Motion Carried.
b. Authorize Mayor to sign documents - Councilwoman McCartney made a motion to authorize the Mayor to sign documents for LHTAC’s LRHIP Transportation Plan.  Councilwoman Williams 2nd.  Roll call vote – Councilwoman Williams – aye, Councilwoman Olson – aye, Councilwoman McCartney – aye.  Motion Carried.
16. Don Gardner, Clearwater County Emergency Management Services, re: Elk River Communications – Don Gardner addressed the Mayor and Council explaining that he will take the feedback he has received from the survey’s the City distributed for him and create a Communication Plan for the City of Elk River.  This will allow the City to identify the needs and go after funding to fulfill them.  He is looking at having a draft ready by the December Council Meeting.
17. Osburn requests council approval to separate one recognized residential lot back into the 3 separate city lots (as platted) located on the corner of North First and Fir.  With new ownership city fees for new water and sewer hookups would be required along with spate hookups for each lot when they are built upon.  Councilwoman Williams made a motion to grant the Osburn request to separate one recognized residential lot back into the 3 separate city lots (as platted) located on the corner of North First and Fir.  With new ownership city fees for new water and sewer hookups would be required along with spate hookups for each lot when they are built upon.  Councilwoman Olson 2nd.  Roll call vote – Councilwoman Williams – aye, Councilwoman Olson – aye, Councilwoman McCartney – aye.  Motion Carried.
18. Wastewater Facilities Plan update: Dodd Snodgrass, CEDA – Dodd Snodgrass addressed to City Council regarding the funding options moving forward with the Wastewater Facilities Plan.  More than likely a Bond Election will need to be held.  We can look at taking things on in a two tier approach and that there will have to be rate increases.
19. Adopt Resolution 10-21-20.1: fee regarding platting, vacations of public rights-of-way, easements, right-of-way-permits, and filing fees for subdivisions.  Councilwoman Olson made a motion to adopt Resolution 10-21-20.1: fee regarding platting, vacations of public rights-of-way, easements, right-of-way-permits, and filing fees for subdivisions.  Councilwoman Williams 2nd.  Roll call vote – Councilwoman Williams – aye, Councilwoman Olson – aye, Councilwoman McCartney – aye.  Motion Carried.
20. Approve Law Enforcement contract between the City of Elk River and the Clearwater County Sheriff’s Office – Councilwoman Williams made a motion to approve the Law Enforcement contract between the City of Elk River and the Clearwater County Sheriff’s Office
21. Nuisance properties update – Mayor Dave stated that he has been in contact with everyone that had received a letter. 4 of the 5 properties have been working with the City.  The one property that the City had not heard anything from had contacted City Hall the night before the meeting, leaving a message.  The City will be contacting him today.
22. Lead and Copper Project – none.
· Meeting adjourned at 10:05 a.m.
Minutes Submitted by Christina Bartlett, City Clerk
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