
ELK RIVER CITY COUNCIL
Meeting Minutes

Monday, January 15, 2018
9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.
Regular Monthly Council Meeting
Members Present: Mayor Brown, Councilman Black, Councilman Trott, Councilwoman Williams
Members Absent: Councilwoman McCartney
Staff Present: Becky Patterson – Clerk/Treasurer, Christina Bartlett – Deputy Clerk, Chris Patterson – Public Works Assistant
Staff Absent: Kavin Lewis
Visitors Signed in: Nikki Patterson, Joyce Purnell, Chris St. Germain, Larry Yockey, Troy Inman, Tom Tillson
Called to Order: Mayor Brown called the meeting to order at 9:02 a.m.
Pledge of Allegiance: Was said.
Accept the Agenda: Mayor Brown asked the Council for a motion to accept the agenda – Councilman Trott moved to accept the agenda.  Councilwoman Williams 2nd.  Roll Call Vote – Councilman Trott – aye, Councilman Black – aye, Councilwoman Williams – aye.  Motion Carried.
Approve Minutes of January 15, 2018 Regular Meeting – Councilwoman Williams moved to approve the minutes as presented.  Councilman Trott 2nd.   Roll Call Vote – Councilman Trott – aye, Councilman Black – aye, Councilwoman Williams – aye.  Motion Carried.
Visitors: Joyce Purnell spoke on concerns of fire hydrants not being shoveled out after the last snow storm.  Deputy Clerk Christina said that she will speak to the person hired to shovel them out.  Joyce also spoke about the policy of not plowing until there is 5” of new snow.  She said that there are times depending on the type of snow that it would be impossible for people to get around in that much snow.  Mayor Brown responded that they are adjusting that policy, it is more of guideline.
City Department/Committee Reports
· Clerk’s Office –
i. Frazier Encroachment Agreement has been recorded at the County and completed, copy sent to Frazier – Clerk Becky reported on the filing of the Frazier Encroachment Agreement with Clearwater County.
ii. Clerk Becky reported on some roofing that had come off on the storage shed attached to the Andrew Boom Community Center.  Kevin Greenway had put tar paper on the open spots from where the roofing was missing.  Kevin has listed an estimate of the materials needed to repair that section of roofing.  It’s believed that there is no tar paper on the roof over the storage area.  Councilman Black said that he would investigate whether there is tar paper under the main building’s roof.  Councilman Trott motioned on doing further investigation on the roof situation.  Councilwoman Williams 2nd.   Roll Call Vote – Councilman Trott – aye, Councilman Black – aye, Councilwoman Williams – aye.  Motion Carried. 
· Public Works – Kavin/Chris – 
i. Public Works Assistant Chris went over the Public Works report in the packet.
· Mayor – 

i. Mayor Brown reported on working with the Public Works Department, getting supplies, running water and sewer samples, toured the City Lagoon System and usual errands for the City. 
City Department/Committee Reports continued
· Council – Councilwoman Williams brought up that Elk River has lost two active members of Search and Rescue recently.  There is currently Chris Patterson, Curt & Shelley McLam, Chris Bartlett and Rebecca Patterson on the Search & Rescue.  Clerk Becky will coordinate a meeting to regroup and get more people on Search & Rescue in Elk River.  Councilwoman Williams will get Deputy Clerk Christina a Fire Department Auction flyer to go in the WSG bills.
Financial Report

· (Prepared by Becky) – Unpaid bills detail, WSG past due report, Checking account statements, FY to date Profit and Loss by Class & Month, Profit/Loss Previous Year Comparison, FY to date Balance Sheet, January Inv. Pool statements.  
· Clerk Becky reported that some of the reports were changed into a different format to help clarify the financials.  Councilwoman Williams inquired on the difference in liquor monies over time.  Clerk Becky explained the change of ownership that happened and the current owners not having a liquor license for a number of months resulted in a lowering of the disbursement.
Accept/Amend – Councilman Trott moved to accept the Financial Report as presented.  Councilwoman Williams 2nd.  Roll Call Vote – Councilman Trott – aye, Councilman Black – aye, Councilwoman Williams – aye.  Motion Carried. 
i. Authorize payment of bills –Councilwoman Williams made a motion to pay the bills.  Councilman Trott 2nd.  Roll Call Vote – Councilman Trott – aye, Councilman Black – aye, Councilwoman Williams – aye. Motion Carried.
ii. Repaid WSG account $5,500.00 – Clerk Becky reported that the $5,500.00 that had been borrowed from the WSG checking account to the General checking account that was in January 2018 had been repaid this month.
New Business
· LHTAC (Local Highway Technical Assistance Council) training opportunities – Mayor Brown reported on a number of classes offered by LHTAC that would be useful for the Public Works Department.  Councilman Trott made a motion to allow Mayor Brown and the Public Works department to decide what classes would be appropriate and needed for the employees to attend.  Councilwoman Williams 2nd. Roll Call Vote – Councilman Trott – aye, Councilman Black – nay, Councilwoman Williams – aye. Motion Carried.
· Ordinance #???, digging after October – Mayor Brown stated that he thought this was a good idea but would like it written in Resolution form or as a Policy.  He would like to see this tabled and come back in resolution form.  Councilwoman Williams was concerned because it does not give the Public Works Department time to get the equipment ready for winter.  She feels there should be no digging after October 1st unless it’s an emergency situation.  Councilman Trott brought up that the City does have a policy but it has been stepped over.  Councilman Black sees no problem if the landowner wants to bear the responsibility after October 1st for any needs and issues that may arise.  Chris St. Germain suggested communicating with other like Cites to see what they have done in this area.  Councilman Trott and Councilwoman Williams would like to see a resolution drawn up with firm language stating that no digging will be done after October 1st until spring thaw unless it’s for emergency repairs.  Clerk Becky said that she will write up a resolution and check it with the City Attorney.
· Review and/or approve contract renewal with Clearwater County for Building Inspector – Councilman Trott made a motion to renew the contract with Clearwater County for Building Inspector.  Councilman Black 2nd.  Roll Call Vote – Councilman Trott – aye, Councilman Black – aye, Councilwoman Williams – aye. Motion Carried.
New Business continued
· Unemployment tax option – Mayor Brown reported that the City has not been participating in the State unemployment insurance program.  At this time the City does a cost reimbursement when a claim is filed.  It cannot be changed until November.  Councilwoman Williams made a motion to table the unemployment tax option until the March Council Meeting.  Councilman Trott 2nd.  Roll Call Vote – Councilman Trott – aye, Councilman Black – aye, Councilwoman Williams – aye. Motion Carried.
· City of Pierce 1995 Truck up for bid – 

i. Council authorized bid of $2005.00 – Councilman Trott made a motion to affirm City Council’s pre authorizing the bid of $2005.00 for the City of Pierce 1995 Truck.  Councilwoman Williams 2nd.  Roll Call Vote – Councilman Trott – aye, Councilman Black – aye, Councilwoman Williams – aye. Motion Carried.
ii. Council authorize check for $2005.00, funds to be transferred from Gravel/Equipment Investment Pool account – Councilwoman Williams made a motion to authorize $2005.00 be transferred from the Gravel/Equipment Investment Pool account to pay for the 1995 Truck.  Councilman Trott 2nd.  Roll Call Vote – Councilman Trott – aye, Councilman Black – aye, Councilwoman Williams – aye. Motion Carried.
· Cell phones option for Public Works and removal of shop phone – Mayor Brown has looked into improving communications with the Public Works Department.  Mayor Brown had a package worked up with Inland Cellular for two cell phones.  He would like to discontinue the land line in the Shop and connect the two cell phones for Kavin Lewis and Chris Patterson.  He is also looking into disconnecting the second office line (826-3008).  It was brought up that it may not be possible to disconnect the shop phone because the shop is a designated emergency operations center.  Councilman Trott made a motion to table this until the March Council Meeting when there is more information.  Councilman Black 2nd.  Roll Call Vote – Councilman Trott – aye, Councilman Black – aye, Councilwoman Williams – aye. Motion Carried.
· Spring Paving, Tom Tillson – Clearwater County Road Commissioner Tom Tillson reported that this spring they will have a road paving company here for their projects.  If the City would like we could look into get our projects completed while the paving company is here.  Mayor Brown said that they will look into it and get back to Road Commissioner Tillson.
Old Business

· Fire Department Building Project –

i. Appraisal report – Mayor Brown reported that the appraisal had just been received and came out to approximately $54,000.00.  The next step if the Committee would like to go forward with this is to make a pitch to the Clearwater Commissioners to sell the County the current Fire Hall to house the Ambulances.  The Committee will report back to City Council.
ii. Subscription plan – At the Fire Department Building Committees last meeting they decided to revisit doing a subscription plan for properties that do not reside within City limits.  Those properties have been having the benefit of the protection without paying for it through their property taxes.  Chris St. Germain presented a few examples of levy rates for those properties.  It was discussed to draw up a letter of interest to those land owners to see what the response would be.  It was decided to do more research on what different rates would be at half and a quarter of the maximum levy rate.  Councilman Trott made a motion to table for further information to be gathered.  Councilwoman Williams 2nd.  Roll Call Vote – Councilman Trott – aye, Councilman Black – aye, Councilwoman Williams – aye. Motion Carried.
Old Business continued 
· Chris St. Germain stated that she had recently been talking to the Idaho Department of Commerce/Gem Community about the fire department project.  They invited the City to apply once we have a building plan and design.  It is for $50,000.00.
· Community Center Flood Proofing Project – No updates at this time
· Forever easement water plant-road access off Larch Street – No updates at this time
Adjourn
· The Mayor asked for a motion to adjourn – Councilwoman Williams made a motion to adjourn.  Councilman Black 2nd.  Roll Call Vote – Councilman Trott – aye, Councilman Black – aye, Councilwoman Williams – aye.  Motion Carried 11:07 a.m.     
Minutes Submitted by Christina Bartlett, Deputy City Clerk

